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SUBJECT:DEATH OF AIR FORCE CHAPLAIN DAVID M. SOBEL 

REE: RICHARD W. BOEHM LETTER OF 12/18/75 TO SEN. RIBICOFF 

1 . THE PARENTS OF CHAPLAIN SOBEL VISITED THE DEPARTMENT 
2/9 TO MAKE FURTHER INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF CHAPLAIN SOBEL'S DEATH. THEY ARE INTERESTED IN PURSUING 
THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 

A. THE THAI TRUCK DRIVER, WHO HAS SINCE DISAPPEARED, 

WAS DRIVING ON BEHALF OF A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY. 

UNDER THAI LAW, IS SUCH A COMPANY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE TORTS 
OF ITS AGENTS? 

B. MR. AND MRS. SOBEL BELIEVE THE CAR IN WHICH CHAPLAIN 
SOBEL WAS TRAVELLING (REG. NO. T.0460) MAY HAVE BEEN 
DEFECTIVE IN SOME RESPECT. WOULD THERE BE ANY WAY FOR 
THEM TO CONFIRM THIS SUSPICION BY HAVING THE CAR INSPECTED 
NOW, OR BY EXAMINING THE RECORDS OE THE GARAGE WHICH 
REPAIRED THE CAR AT THE TIME? FURTHER, UNDER THAI LAW, 
WOULD A MANUEACTURER BE LIABLE FOR AN INJURY CAUSED BY A 
PRODUCT DEFECT SUCH AS THEY BELIEVE THE CAR MAY HAVE HAD? 
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C. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THAILAND HAS COMPULSORY INSUR- 
ANCE REQUIREMENTS AND THAT ALL VEHICLES OWNED BY U.S. 
EMBASSY PERSONNEL OBTAIN SUCH INSURANCE. IS IT LIKELY 
THAT THE ISRAELI DIPLOMAT DRIVING THE VEHICLE WOULD ALSO 
HAVE HAD INSURANCE? 

D. WHAT IS THE STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS UNDER THAI LAW 
FOR PLACING AN ACTION FOR WRONGFUL DEATH? 

2. THE SOBELS INFORM US THAT THEY ARE ATTEMPTING TO 
ENGAGE THE SERVICES OF MR. ALBERT T. CHANDLER OE THE 
LAW FIRM OF KIRKWOOD, KAPLAN, RUSSIN AND VECCHI, IN 
BANGKOK. MR. CHANDLER WILL PRESUMABLY BE PURSUING THESE 
QUESTIONS IN THE NEAR FUTURE. ANY ASSISTANCE WHICH YOU 
CAN PROPERLY GIVE HIM WILL BE APPRECIATED BY THE SOBELS. 

IN THE MEANTIME, IF YOU ARE READILY ABLE TO PROVIDE 
ANSWERS OR ADVICE TO THEM THROUGH US, THEY WOULD NO DOUBT 
FIND THE INFORMATION HELPFUL. INGERSOLL 
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